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TWENTY YEARS OF TRs

I

~ --
The TR-l, prototype of all the TRs since, on the stand at Earls Court in 1952. Very similar in appearance to the eventual production TR-2,
it was actually quite undeveloped and many refinements were made before the final introduction in 1953.

- - - --rur-rtre- many readers--whO-n111st--have--wondered-on
occasion why the first Triumph sports cars seen in this
country were designated TR-2, we have an answer.

There was a TR-1 and it was introduced to the public
at the Motor Show in London just twenty years ago. Seen
from the front, it looked much like a TR-2 with the park-
ing lights on top of the fenders instead of on the front of
them. From the side, as far back as the forward edge of
the rear fenders, it had the familiar TR-2j3 silhouette.
At the rear, however, it was chopped off sharply, with a
curving rear deck that had a well to accept the exposed
spare tire. No trunk. . . just luggage space behind the
seats in classic sports car tradition. The engine was a 75
bhp version of the Vanguard engine which might possibly
have got the car up to 100 mph but only just.

The prototype TR-1 went back to Coventry and, during
1953, the design was modified throughout and came to its
final form. The TR-2 was introduced as a production
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32 TRIUMPHSLINEUP FORROADATLANTA

Starting Friday, Nov. 24, 32 TRdrivers will com-

pete for National Championships at the ARRC.There

will be at least one Triumph from every SCCA divi-

sion and TRs could win championships in CP, DP,
FP or GP.

4 CP drivers will be there. 6 DP Triumph GT-6s will

compete. In FP a total of 10 Spitfire Mk 3s and 4s

will run. largest Spitfire total is in GP where there

are 12 competitors.

Congratulations on a brilliant 1972 season and

good luck at Road Atlanta!




