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CAR AND DRIVER AWARD T0 MK 5

“CAR AND DRIVER magazine’s ‘Peoples’ Choice Award”
to the Spitfire Mark 3 for winning the popularity poll in its
class is presented to J. Bruce McWilliams, British Leyland’s
Vice President in charge of U.S. Triumph and Rover sales
by Orison B. Curpier, Publisher of CAR AND DRIVER at
an award winners luncheon in New York,

Triumph’s Spitfire 3 Wins Car & Driver
Peaples’ Choice Award

The Triumph Spitfire Mark 3 received the plaudits of
readers of CAR & DRIVER magazine who voted it the
best of the Sports/GT Car Category under about $2900
and in its performance class in this year’s Peoples’ Choice
Poll.

Bagging some 43% of the vote as opposed to the 17%
of the next nearest competitor, the Spitfire won its class
by a handy margin. CAR & DRIVER characterized it
“an ideal first sports car or, with some ‘prodifying’, a
very competitive racer”; and said that “Triumph’s ven-
erable 4-cylinder powerplant has proven virtually in-
destructible”.

A successful seller in the States, the Spit III, at about
$2300, provides Americans with excellent value for
money in the open two-seater field. It will account for
about a third of the Triumph sports cars sold here this
year, and all three models enjoy greater demand than
supply is currently able to satisfy.

TR-6 JOINS
TRANSATLANTIC AIR RACE

From 8 a.m., Sunday, May 4th, to midnight, Sunday,
May 11th, the Great Transatlantic Air Race set new
records in travelling time from London to New York.
Organized by the DAILY MAIL of London, the event
commemorated the fiftieth anniversary of the first non-

_stop crossing of the Atlantic, made by Alcock and Brown
in 1919.

Alcock and Brown crash-landed in an Irish bog. Con-
testants in the modern race had to hit their finishing
point a bit more accurately. While the race was primarily
a trans-atlantic one, entrants had to start from the top of
the tallest building in London, the General Post Office
tower, and finish at the top of the highest structure in
New York, the Empire State Building. Or, if they chose,
they could travel in the opposite direction.

In the several classes of competition, entrants flew via
private aircraft, prop and jet, supersonic military jets,
commercial jets and various other types of airships in-
cluding a World War I Curtis Jenny and a hot-air bal-
loon. With all of these choices available, it became obvi-
ous that transportation to and from the airports was to
be the main deciding factor in the race. Helicopters
formed an important link in nearly all of the serious
competitors’ plans, but there was still the distance between
helicopter pad and the top of the building to consider.
Taxis, buses, motorcycles, speedboats and, naturally,
sports cars were used.
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