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* 250-K SHINES BRIEFLY AT SEBRING

Hopes high and running well: during the early part of the
’68 Sebring event, Bob Tullius takes the 250K smoothly
through a bend. Smart alloy wheels proved to be the car’s
downfall. One broke, forcing retirement at the third hour.

From a peak of anticipation at ten o’clock when the
Aflag fell; Triumph team spirits dropped to rock bettom by
one in the afternoon. After several days of extremely
encouraging tests and practice, the 250K was out of the
race with a broken wheel and damaged suspension.

Before leaving California, Kas Kastner and Jim Ditte-
more tested the car at Willow Springs, easily surpassing
Jim’s lap times in the regular 250 without pushing.
Sebring practice produced similar results despite some
minor adjustment problems. The car was easily faster
than the MGC and a number of the more exotic entries.

At the start, Dittemore got off very well and the car
performed perfectly until, at 55 minutes, a fuel line broke.
Jim stopped on the course, sprinted to the pits with the
bad news and Bob Tullius went out to repair the break
and continue. Bob drove until the first pit stop, reporting
no problems. During the emergency stop to repair the
fuel line, the 3-liter MGC had gone ahead but the 250K

APRIL, 1968

Pit conference establishes strategy: Kas Kastner, with stogie,
and Bob Tullius discuss strategy for the race while Jim
Dittemore (leff) and Bob Avery give the car the once-over.
Very low silhouette of the 250K is noticeable here.

drivers were steadily making up time . . . seven seconds
per lap!

The effort was finally halted just before three hours
when Dittemore felt the rear end sway and went off the
course with a broken wheel, damaging the suspension so
badly that Kastner decided to retire the car. No reason
could be imagined for the wheel to break . . . wheels of
the same type had been successfully used on Chapparals
for several years!

What did the abortive effort prove? Had the 250K
finished it would have been in the top ten. It is designed
as a production prototype from safety features to pas-
senger comfort and the performance it demonstrated is
one more illustration of the potential of production cars.
We'll keep you informed of the future of the 250K as
plans are made.

As Kas said: “If they’d re-start this race in two weeks
we’d win!”
(Continued on page 2)







