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How To Watch A Race

By BOB FENDELL
Noted Auto Sports Columnist

Thanks to the efforts of some promoters and race

“chairmen in distributing special credentials to just about

anyone whose name they can pronounce, race watching
has become a wonderfully dangerous sport. It’s like play-
ing “chicken” in hot rods but you don’t have to pay for
the gas.

The new kind of race watching presents several prob-
lems, some indigenous to a particular road course, others
more general. For instance you score most points at
Sebring if you can wander around the Esses, eluding
the police and race stewards. Esses, incidentally, are very
big point-getters at most courses and, if one has to crawl
through the woods to get there as at Bridgehampton, you
have scored double. You’re in without paying and you’re
in a restricted area.

Of course you can be a cube and rate special cre-
dentials legitimately — like being a bona fide working
newspaperman or a real live flagman or part of the
working pit crew or even a photographer on paid assign-
ment. This kind of ploy will get you everywhere but it
scores absolutely no points even if you stand on top of
the ambulance in the paddock.

Carrying an expensive looking camera helps earn

credentials sometimes if you huff and puff at the press
secretary. It is much easier to butter the promoter or
“know someone who can turn the screws on him — like
the guy who bought that ad along pit row. We know one
gent who got credentials carrying only the camera case
— then his friend got in saying he had to bring him the
camera. Unfortunately, a go-kart ran over his toe in the
paddock and the camera case carrier spent the afternoon
in the infirmary.

Being a girl — even in tight levis — hardly ever helps
anymore, we noticed. We noticed the girl and so did the
press chairman but, despite his admiration, he managed
to drool a “no” to an extra pit crew credential.
Promoters May Give

Thus the promoter is the best source of special cre-
dentials. Each promoter is susceptible to a blandishment
unique unto himself. Most ladle out credentials to local
politicians, anyone likely to invest money in the way of
advertising or to personal friends. Promoters work so
hard they don’t have many personal friends but they
sometimes believe people they see around all the time
are friends. So you can be around all the time. Get to
know your promoter. Take him to lunch. Send him that
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striped tie you need to get rid of. Buy his crackerjacks.

But more points can be scored by just paying your
way in, then sneaking into a restricted area. It is very
difficult to police a 2- to 5-mile long road course so a
pair of wire cutters works wonders. You get points for
torn clothing and even more if you break a leg rolling
down a rocky slope after you’ve lost your balance. A leg
broken this way is a much better conversation piece than
one fractured skiing.

Promoters and race stewards never have enough per-
sonnel to chase everyone so, sooner or later, you can get
right next to the course where the cars speed by. It’s part
of a long tradition. In pre-Castro Cuba the fans leaned
out over the race course from their houses to try to touch
the cars speeding by. People used to stand 10 deep on the
most dangerous curves in the old Mille Miglia.

When a car spins out and demolishes a few fans, their
families have the pleasant knowledge the demolished
ones have scored the most points possible in race watch-
ing. The knowledge sort of makes the wake. It could
make yours, too . . . and maybe racing’s.

Yes, there really are people who couldn’t care less
if auto racing were wiped from the face of the earth.
Of course, we know this would be a shame because
where else can one drink beer with such an exciting
background scene? You don’t have to know the classes
of SCCA racing but you better know your brews. You
have to, for if someone’s shiney-faced kid brother asks
for a can, you gotta figure how much will get him happy-
drunk. (People also say regional races look better
through the foam.)

Sport Proves Skill

If a baseball fan—some racing people also like base-

ball but this is hard to believe—asks what good is racing,
(Continued on page 4)







