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Harvard physics professor Lene Hau and her
colleaguesat the AtomCoolingGroupof Rowland
Institute for Science in Cambridge,Mass. have de-
veloped a technique which can actually stop light.
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(8S11) fi7l-laDa Their method involves chilling a cloud of so-
dium atoms to within a millionth of a degree of
absolute zero. A laser beam is directed through
the cloud, which would normally diffuse and ab-
sorb it. But when a precisely tuned 'coupling' la-
ser is also shot at the cloud, this turns it into a
syrup-likesludge, and the first laserbeambecomes
trapped ins!de...stopped light.
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vVhenthey shut off the 'coupling'beam, the first
laser light shaft is freed and exits the doud. So
far, they have been able to stop light beams for up
to 35 milliseconds. One application for this
'stopped light' technique would be for optical
switches in quantum computers.
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New Schedule for the

Breakfast Meetings
At the August meeting, we decided that the

Temple would change it'sSaturdaybreakfast meet-
ings from every third month, to eve~yother month.
This seems to give more members the opportunity
to attend.

"So \vhat?" r hear all of the LBC owners say-
ing... Joe Lucas has been stopping light beams for
decades now!

wl!e wemp:lt wahltt {!;evtemher. 2um
"
,II




